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Clinton Condemns Attack on U.S. Consulate in Benghazi

Washington, September 12, 2012 -- Secretary of State Hillary Clinton condemned in the strongest
terms the attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi yesterday. In a statement issued late September
11, 2012, she said that while the United States “deplores any intentional effort to denigrate the
religious beliefs of others and its commitment to religious tolerance”, she emphasizes that “there is
never any justification for violent acts of this kind.”

Following is the text of the statement:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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September 11, 2012

2012/1421

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON

Statement on the Attack in Benghazi

I condemn in the strongest terms the attack on our mission in Benghazi today. As we work to secure
our personnel and facilities, we have confirmed that one of our State Department officers was killed.
We are heartbroken by this terrible loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and those who
have suffered in this attack.

This evening, | called Libyan President Magariaf to coordinate additional support to protect
Americans in Libya. President Magariaf expressed his condemnation and condolences and pledged
his government’s full cooperation.

Some have sought to justify this vicious behavior as a response to inflammatory material posted on
the Internet. The United States deplores any intentional effort to denigrate the religious beliefs of
others. Our commitment to religious tolerance goes back to the very beginning of our nation. But let
me be clear: There is never any justification for violent acts of this kind.

In light of the events of today, the United States government is working with partner countries
around the world to protect our personnel, our missions, and American citizens worldwide.
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